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was the need felt on both sides for an interval of comparative rest. Moreover, the year which witnessed a fresh advance in the negotiations that ended in the Peace of Amiens, had seen the disappearance of the last diplomatic impediment to the termination of the war. So long as Austria had held England to her promise of defending the Austrian Netherlands, there could be no reason for expectation of an ending to the conflict. But in 1801, Austria had by her own act purchased peace from Napoleon at the price of possessions in the Low Countries. Thus the true agencies that rendered at least a truce morally certain at a distant day were not Pitt's diplomacy and the coalitions against France in which it resulted, but the relentless crushing of Austria in Bonaparte's triumphant course.
One nominal ally England still retained. This was the state against whose encroachments Pitt had tried to guard by the Loo Convention, and whose ruler, Catherine II., had endeavoured to secure English co-operation in averting the international calamities with which the French Revolution threatened well-ordered Governments throughout the world. Sweden took the lead in answering the Czarina's appeal against France, There were some overtures from the Russian Government for a naval demonstration in which the British fleet was to take part. Eventually, on the 25th March 1793, Lord Grenville as Foreign Secretary and Count Woronzow, then on his earliest English mission, signed a treaty between the two Powers that laid the foundation for the future coalitions against France, and that pledged both Powers to carry on the
war until  France, in a manner approved by each of
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